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Red  meat  output  this  spring  and  summer  will  run  a 
little  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  Most  of  the  increase 
will  be  in  beef.  Lamb  and  veal  production  will  again 
be  smaller.  Hog  slaughter,  following  little  change 
liki  Jy  in  the  spring,  will  be  above  year-earlier  levels  in 
the  summer. 

Several  unusual  developments  have  affected 
livestock  and  meat  markets  in  recent  weeks, 
increasing  the  uncertainty  in  the  outlook  for  meat 
supplies  and  prices  for  1973.  These  developments 
include  the  consumer  meat  boycott,  a  slowdown  in 
marketings,  severe  late-winter  weather  followed  by 
spring  flooding,  the  ban  on  using  DES  as  a  growth 
stimulant  for  cattle,  renewed  increases  in  feed  costs, 
imposition  of  price  ceilings  on  meat,  and  a  sharp  gain 
in  pork  purchases  for  export.  The  net  impact  suggests 
that  the  increase  in  red  meat  supplies  this  year  might 
be  less  than  had  been  anticipated  a  few  months  ago. 

Fed  cattle  prices  have  slipped  from  mid-March 
highs  and  are  expected  to  slip  further  as  supplies 
increase  seasonally.  Hog  prices  also  are  down  from 
mid-March  levels  and  may  go  a  httle  lower  before 
rising  seasonally  in  early  summer.  The  seasonal 
decline  of  pork  production  this  summer  will  be  less 
than  normal. 

On  April  1,  feedlots  in  23  major  feeding  States  held 
5  percent  more  cattle  than  a  year  earlier  and  cattle 
feeders  plan  to  boost  spring  marketings.  Summer 
marketings  likely  will  equal  or  exceed  both  spring 
marketings  and  the  year-earlier  volume.  There  were  3 
percent  more  cattle  on  feed  in  weight  groups  that 
usually  are  marketed  in  the  third  quarter,  and  spring 
placements  are  expected  to  be  large. 

Choice  steers  at  Omaha  in  late  April  were  $45  per 
100  pounds,  $10.25  above  a  year  earlier.  Prices  rose 
sharply  early  this  year,  topping  $46  in  mid-March.  A 
subsequent  dechne  both  in  prices  and  marketings 
occurred  mostly  in  response  to  the  market 
disruptions.  Cattle  prices  may  move  lower,  as 
marketings  catch  up  w4th  the  recent  holdback  and 
increase  seasonally  this  spring.  If  cattle  are  moved  in 
an  orderly  manner  and  not  bunched,  further  price 
declines  will  perhaps  be  limited.  After  the  extra 
animals  are  slaughtered,  prices  Ukely  will  move  up  a 
Httle. 
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Prospects  favor  less  cow  slaughter  this  spring  than 
last.  The  increase  in  cow  slaughter  during  the  winter 
came  mainly  from  the  dairy  herd,  largely  because  of 
high  dairy  feeding  costs.  With  spring  grass  available, 
culling  rates  may  drop.  Slaughter  in  the  second  half 
may  be  up  again  because  of  the  larger  beef  cow  herd. 

Hog  slaughter  this  spring  may  total  about  the  same 
as  a  year  earlier,  even  though  weekly  slaughter  rates 
in  April  were  down  about  15  percent.  On  March  1 
there  were  2  percent  more  market  hogs  on  Com  Belt 
farms — fewer  heavy  but  more  light  ones.  These  hogs 
will  provide  most  of  the  slaughter  supply  this  spring 
and  summer.  Also,  producers  plan  to  have  5  percent 
more  sows  farrow  during  March-May,  providing 
more  hogs  for  fall  slaughter. 

Barrows  and  gilts  at  7  markets  in  late  April  were 
less  than  $35  per  100  pounds,  $1 1.50  above  a  year  ago. 
Prices  rose  to  nearly  $40  in  early  March,  but  toppled 
in  response  to  market  uncertainties.  Prices  wiU 


probably  slip  a  little  further  before  edging  up 
seasonally  this  summer.  Prices  are  expected  to 
remain  above  last  year's  levels  until  late  in  1973. 

Higher  average  hog  prices  so  far  in  1973  should 
encourage  producers  to  continue  expanding  output. 
However,  high  feed  prices  and  concern  about  feed 
availability  have  limited  the  expansion  so  far. 
Expansion  probably  will  continue  to  be  moderate 
until  feed  prices  decline. 

Slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  in  the  first  quarter 
was  down  13  percent  from  a  year  ago.  With  fewer 
stock  animals  and  a  smaller  1973  lamb  crop  in 
prospect,  lower  slaughter  rates  are  expected  through 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Spring  lambs  topped  $45  at  San  Angelo  in  early 
March,  $13.25  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  In  late  April 
they  were  selling  for  $39.  They  are  expected  to 
continue  near  recent  levels  this  spring  but  decline 
seasonally  in  the  late  summer  and  fall. 


SITUATION  AND  OUTLOOK 


Unusual  Developments  Affect 
the  Livestock  Market 

The  livestock  and  meat  markets  have  been  affected 
by  several  unusual  developments  during  the  past 
month  or  so.  A  partial  list  includes:  the  consumer 
meat  boycott,  severe  winter  weather,  spring  floods, 
the  total  ban  on  use  of  DES  as  a  growth  stimulant  for 
cattle,  renewed  rises  in  feed  costs,  imposition  of 
wholesale  and  retail  price  ceilings  on  red  meats  and  a 
sharp  gain  in  purchases  of  pork  for  export.  These 
developments  add  a  great  deal  of  uncertainty  to  the 
outlook  for  meat  supplies  and  prices  in  1973.  But  the 
net  impact  points  to  smaller  red  meat  supplies  than 
was  anticipated  only  a  few  months  ago. 

Severe  winter  weather  slowed  gains  of  cattle  in 
feedlots  in  some  areas  and  delayed  marketings. 
Recent  storms  and  floods  have  caused  unusually 
high  death  losses  in  some  areas.  Deaths  were 
heaviest  among  calves  and  young  cattle,  which 
means  that  the  effects  of  excessive  death  losses  will 
be  felt  during  the  rest  of  1973  and  in  1974.  The  ban  on 
DES  implants,  recently  announced,  will  tend  to 
increase  production  costs  and  to  reduce  future  beef 
output.  Flooding  in  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi 
valleys  will  delay  planting  and  add  uncertainty 
about  availability  of  future  feed  supplies.  Also,  the 
current  rise  in  high  protein  feed  prices  adds  to 
problems  of  livestock  producers.  This  situation  can 
discourage  producers  and  affect  future  production. 

Short-term  changes  in  livestock  prices  usually 
reflect  variations  in  the  amount  of  meat  offered  for 
sale  rather  than  changes  in  consumer  demand  for 


meat.  Consumer  demand  is  related  to  such  factors  as 
incom^e  and  eating  habits,  which  change  slowly.  But 
there  apparently  have  been  abrupt  changes  in 
consumer  demand  for  meat  this  spring. 

Concern  over  retail  meat  prices  triggered  a 
consumer  boycott  in  the  first  week  of  April,  aimed  at 
lowering  meat  prices.  This  action  triggered  a 
response  by  packers,  retailers,  and  producers. 
Fearing  reduced  sales  of  meat  in  early  April,  packers 
and  retailers  bought  less  so  they  would  not  have  large 
inventories  when  consumers  cut  back  on  purchases. 
This  reduced  the  quantity  of  meat  in  the  market  about 
in  line  with  reductions  in  consumption.  Thus,  prices 
of  livestock  and  meat  changed  little  during  early 
April.  After  the  organized  boycott,  consumers 
appeared  to  remain  somewhat  reluctant  to  increase 
their  meat  purchases  to  former  levels.  Cattle  and  hog 
slaughter  remained  at  a  reduced  level  for  several 
weeks.  However,  slaughter  of  cattle  and  hogs  is 
picking  up  now. 

Livestock  withheld  from  the  market  during  late 
March  and  April  will  be  slaughtered  this  spring. 
Thus,  late  spring  kill  levels  will  be  higher  than  they 
would  have  been  without  the  recent  withholding. 
This  will  put  downward  pressure  on  livestock  prices. 
However,  as  soon  as  the  extra  animals  are 
slaughtered,  hog  and  cattle  prices  likely  will  firm. 

During  the  next  several  months,  livestock  prices 
will  in  general  stay  at  lower  levels  than  they  were  in 
mid-March.  Consumer  demand  for  meat  likely  will 
recover  but  may  not  be  quite  as  bouyant  as  during  the 
winter. 
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CATTLE 

Gains  in  Fed  Cattle 
Marketings  to  Continue 

There  were  5  percent  more  cattle  and  calves  on  feed 
in  23  major  feeding  States  on  April  1  than  a  year 
earlier.  Western  Feedlots  had  9  percent  more  cattle. 
Com  Belt  feeders  had  1  percent  more. 

Cattle  feeders  marketed  3  percent  more  cattle 
during    January-March    than    a    year  earlier. 


Marketings  during  the  quarter  were  smgdler  than 
producers  had  expected  on  January  1.  Extreme 
weather  conditions  in  some  areas  slowed  weight 
gains  during  the  winter  which  resulted  in  a  longer 
feeding  period  than  normal  to  bring  animals  to  the 
desired  degree  of  finish.  Also,  the  consumer  meat 
boycott  was  a  factor  slowing  movement  late  in  the 
quarter. 

Cattle  feeders  plan  to  market  5  percent  more 
animals  this  spring  than  last.  If  these  plans  are 
carried  out,  marketings  this  spring  will  be  6  percent 


Table  1  .—Cattle  and  calves  on  feed  In  23  States  April  1 ,  by  region 


Item 

1971 

Change 
from 
1970 

1972 

Change 
from 
1971 

1973 

Change 
from 
1972 

Thousand 
head 

Percent 

Thousand 
head 

Percent 

Thousand 
head 

Percen  t 

North  Central  States 

East  

West   

1,591 
5.362 

-11 
-6 

1,612 
5,778 

+  1 
+  8 

1,536 
5,937 

-5 
+3 

Total   

6,953 

-7 

7,390 

+  6 

7,473 

+  1 

1,805 

+26 

2,113 

+  17 

2,533 

+20 

Other  Western  States   

2,954 

+  11 

3,317 

+  12 

3,408 

+3 

Total   

'  11,712 

+0.8 

12,820 

+9 

13,414 

+  5 
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FED  CATTLE  MARKETINGS,  BY  QUARTERS 
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larger  than  in  the  winter.  There  were  6  percent  more 
cattle  on  feed  on  April  1  in  weight  groups  that  usually 
furnish  most  of  the  spring  marketings.  However, 
April  marketings  were  down  sharply  from  a  year  ago. 
It  is  unlikely  that  feeders  will  make  up  for  this  backup 
and  fully  meet  April  1  intentions. 

Most  of  the  increase  in  fed  cattle  marketings  this 
spring  will  come  from  Western  and  Southwestern 
feedlots.  Cattle  feeders  in  the  10  Western  States 
intend  to  up  spring  marketings  10  percent.  Com  Belt 
feeders  plan  to  market  about  the  same  number  as  last 
spring. 

Fed  cattle  prices  rose  sharply  through  the  winter 
with  Choice  steers  in  mid-March  topping  $46  per  100 
pounds  at  Omaha.  Prices  were  steady  during  April 
and  were  near  $45  late  in  the  month.  Recent  stability 
was  largely  the  result  of  offsetting  forces.  Delayed 
marketings  in  late  March  and  April  brought  about  by 
severe  weather  and  producer  reactions  to  the 
announced  meat  boycott  by  consumers  neutralized  a 
sudden  drop  in  consumer  demand. 

The  fed  cattle  market  is  expected  to  continue  below 
winter  highs  this  spring,  but  may  average  near 
January-March's  $43.  Demand  for  meat  is  expected 
to  continue  strong,  although  rising  somewhat  less 
than  in  the  winter.  Pork  supplies  will  make  a  smaU 
seasonal  decline  in  the  spring. 


Choice  steer  prices  per  100  pounds,  Omaha 


Month 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

DoL 

DoL 

DoL 

DoL 

DoL 

January  

27.82 

28.23 

29.11 

35.74 

40.62 

February  .... 

27.63 

29.30 

32.2  3 

36.19 

43.35 

March   

29.00 

30.97 

31.81 

35.13 

45.55 

April  

30.41 

30.64 

32.44 

34.53 

44.80 

May  .• 

33.18 

29.52 

32.88 

35.66 

June   

33.99 

30.29 

32.39 

37.88 

July  

31.56 

31.12 

32.44 

38.21 

August  

30.40 

30.14 

33.24 

35.66 

September  .  .  . 

28.77 

29.32 

32.62 

34.85 

October  

27.72 

28.67 

32.34 

34.85 

November  .  .  . 

27.67 

27.21 

33.58 

33.56 

December  .  .  . 

27.98 

26.71 

34.40 

36.79 

Average   .  .  . 

29.66 

29.34 

32.42 

35.83 

Average  live  weights  of  slaughter  cattle  in  recent 
weeks  have  been  running  a  little  lighter  than  a  year 
ago.  But  with  the  yield  of  beef  per  100  pounds  of  live 
animal  up  a  little,  beef  output  changes  have  been 
about  the  same  as  changes  in  the  number  of  cattle 
slaughtered.  This  situation  is  likely  to  continue  this 
spring  with  increases  in  beef  output  about  matching 
increases  in  the  number  of  cattle  slaughtered.  High 
feed  prices  will  encourage  feeders  to  sell  cattle  as  soon 
as  they  reach  the  desired  weight  and  grade. 


6    LMS-191,  MAY  1973 


STEER  PRICES  f 

$  PER  CWT.      \  \      "      \  r/ 


1969       1970       1971       1972      1973  1974 

*CHO/C£,  OMAHA.        ^CHOICE,  600  -  700  LB.,  KANSAS  CITY. 
U.S. DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEC.  ER  5  4321-    73(5)      E  CO  NO  Ml  C  R  E  SE  AR  CH  SE  R  V I  C  E 


STEER  AND  HEIFER  BEEF  PRODUCTION  AND  PRICES 


1963       1965       1967       1969       1971  1973 
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Average  liveweight  of  Choice  steers,  7  markets 


Month 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

January  

1,138 

1,139 

1,128 

1,139 

February  

1,142 

1,142 

1,122 

1,140 

March  

1,142 

1,134 

1,135 

1,125 

April  

1,139 

1,133 

1,139 

May  

1,141 

1,139 

1,134 

June   

1,137 

1,130 

1,119 

July  

1,112 

1,099 

1,106 

August   

1,095 

1,080 

1.081 

September  .... 

1,089 

1,091 

1,095 

October  

1,098 

1,102 

1,122 

November  .... 

1,114 

1,116 

1,130 

December  .... 

1,128 

1,124 

1,150 

Year  

1,124 

1,122 

1,124 

Summer  Marketings  to 
Continue  Large 

Summer  shipments  of  fed  cattle  will  probably 
continue  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  On  April  1,  there 
were  3  percent  more  cattle  on  feed  in  the  combined 
total  of  steers  weighing  700-900  pounds  and  heifers 
weighing  500-700  pounds.  Cattle  in  these  weight 
groups  on  April  1  make  up  more  than  half  of  July- 
September  marketings.  Considering  the  modest 


increase  in  winter  placements,  and  the  supply  of 
feeder  cattle  on  farms  and  ranches  on  January  1, 
there  are  still  enough  feeder  cattle  available  to  allow 
an  increase  in  fed  beef  output  during  the  rest  of  this 
year. 

Fed  cattle  prices  likely  will  continue  under 
downward  pressure  in  the  summer,  as  July- 
September  fed  cattle  marketings  will  be  as  large  or 
larger  than  spring  shipments.  Also,  the  cyclical 
increase  in  hog  slaughter  will  put  pork  production  by 
midyear  moderately  above  a  year  earlier.  Thus,  fed 
cattle  prices  in  the  summer  are  expected  to  average 
lower  than  in  the  spring. 

Winter  Placements  Up  Moderately 

The  feeder  cattle  supply  on  January  1  was  large 
enough  to  support  continued  large  placements  on 
feed  during  the  first  half  of  1973.  High  prices  of  feeder 
cattle  and  feed,  and  a  declining  fed  cattle  market  in 
the  fourth  quarter  last  year,  combined  to  limit  the 
placements  of  cattle  on  feed.  October-December 
placements  were  up  only  1  percent  with  all  of  the 
increase  in  Western  lots.  In  the  Com  Belt,  placements 
on  feed  dropped  3  percent. 

In  January-March  1973,  placements  were  up  4 
percent.  However,  in  contrast  to  last  fall,  the  Com 
Belt  accounted  for  all  of  the  increase,  with  their 
placements  up  11  percent.  Western  placements 


8    LMS-191,  MAY  1973 


lagged  5  percent.  Thus,  despite  high  prices  of  feed  and 
feeder  cattle,  Corn  Belt  feeders  came  back  strong  this 
winter  after  lagging  in  the  second  half  of  1972. 

Spring  placements  will  be  enough  to  provide  a  large 
supply  of  fed  cattle  this  summer,  although 
placements  may  be  down  from  last  year's  unusually 
high  second  quarter  total.  However,  placements  in 
Western  and  Southwestern  lots  will  probably  be  up 
from  a  year  ago  as  feeders  seek  replacements  for  large 
numbers  of  cattle  delayed  by  poor  feeding  conditions 
last  winter,  but  are  now  moving  to  slaughter. 

The  increase  in  fed  beef  output  is  being  limited  by 
high  feeder  cattle  prices  and  feed  costs.  And  future 
production  is  being  restrained  by  concern  over  feed 
supplies  later  this  year. 

The  Western  States  continue  to  gain  relative 
importance  in  cattle  feeding.  In  1960,  they  accounted 
for  only  about  a  third  of  total  fed  cattle  marketings. 
By  1965  their  share  rose  to  about  36  percent,  and  last 
year  increased  to  44  percent.  In  recent  years,  most  of 
the  gain  in  cattle  feeding  in  the  West  has  been  in  the 
Plains  and  Southwest,  particularly  Texas. 

The  importance  of  heifers  in  cattle  feeding  has 
changed  little  in  recent  years.  They  have  accoimted 
for  slightly  less  than  30  percent  of  the  total  number  of 
cattle  on  feed  since  1959.  Steers  accounted  for  all  of 
the  increase  in  the  niunber  of  cattle  on  feed  on  April  1 . 
This  indicates  that  cow-calf  operators  are  continuing 
the  rapid  expansion  in  their  operations. 

Feeder  Cattle 

Feeder  cattle  prices- typically  rise  in  the  winter  and 
spring  and  decline  through  the  simimer  and  fall.  This 
year,  600-700  pound  Choice  feeder  steers  at  Kansas 
City  advanced  from  around  $46.50  in  mid-January  to 
over  $55  in  mid-March.  However,  feeder  cattle  prices 
dipped  in  April  to  $51,  before  rising  again  late  in  the 


Feeder  cattle  prices  per  100  pounds,  Kansas  City 


Choice  feeder  steers 

Choice  feeder 

600-700  lbs.' 

steer  calves^ 

Month 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1971 

1972 

1973 

DoL 

DoL 

DoL 

DoL 

DoL 

DoL 

32.20 

37.92 

47.33 

36.18 

41.50 

51.95 

34.24 

38.86 

50.98 

38.48 

43.94 

56.10 

34.26 

38.64 

54.01 

38.17 

44.69 

62.72 

34.46 

38.54 

51.82 

38.62 

45.16 

60.42 

34.52 

40.43 

39.19 

46.67 

34.52 

41.94 

39.15 

47.32 

34.36 

42.02 

39.10 

47.10 

35.18 

42.07 

39.36 

48.32 

34.97 

43.29 

39.33 

48.70 

Oct  

35.64 

44.15 

39.95 

49.81 

36.88 

43.17 

41.70 

48.37 

37.20 

45.77 

41.81 

49.90 

Av  

34.87 

41.40 

39.25 

46.79 

'Prior  to  1972  550-750  lbs.  '400-500  lbs.,  prior  to  1972 
300-500  lbs. 


Current  fed  cattle  prices  per  100  pounds,  compared 
with  feeder  cattle  prices  5  months  earlier 


Year 

Fed  cattle' 

Feeder  cattle* 

Margin 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

1971 

January   .  .  . 

29.10 

33.28 

-4.18 

February   .  . 

32.18 

32.86 

-.68 

31.89 

32.66 

-.77 

32.41 

31.79 

+.62 

May   

32.86 

31.28 

+  1.58 

32.35 

32.20 

+.15 

32.44 

34.24 

-1.80 

August  .... 

33.10 

34.26 

-1.16 

September  . 

32.58 

34.46 

-1.88 

October  .  .  . 

32.22 

34.52 

-2.30 

November  .  . 

33.30 

34.52 

-1.22 

December  .  . 

34.28 

34.36 

-.08 

1972 

January    .  .  . 

35.63 

35.18 

+.45 

February   .  . 

36.32 

34.97 

+  1.35 

35.17 

35.64 

-.47 

April  

34.52 

36.88 

-2.36 

35.70 

37.20 

-1.50 

37.91 

37.92 

-.01 

38.38 

38.86 

-.48 

August  .... 

35.70 

38.64 

-2.94 

September  . 

34.69 

38.54 

-3.85 

October  .  .  . 

34.92 

40.43 

-5.51 

November  .  . 

33.59 

41.94 

-8.35 

December  .  . 

36.85 

42.02 

-5.17 

1973 

January   .  .  . 

40.65 

42.07 

-1.42 

February   .  . 

43.54 

43.29 

+.25 

45.65 

44.15 

+  1.50 

45.03 

43.17 

+  1.86 

'  Choice  steers  at  Omaha,  900-1,100  pounds.  *  Choice  steers  at 
Kansas  City,  600-700  pounds,  prior  to  1972  550-750  lb. 


month.  The  key  to  feeder  cattle  price  changes  during 
the  bedance  of  the  year  will  be  changes  in  fed  cattle 
prices.  However,  feeder  prices  likely  will  stay 
generally  above  the  fed  market. 

Cow  Slaughter  Up  in  Winter 

Commercial  cow  slaughter  was  up  5  percent  in  the 
winter*  totaling  1.6  million  head  during  January- 
March.  The  increase  came  largely  from  the  dairy 
herd.  Higher  feed  prices  and  higher  cow  prices  in 
recent  months  have  been  an  important  factor 
influencing  a  heavier  culling  rate  by  dairymen.  The 
culling  rate  may  decline  as  cows  go  on  pasture  this 
spring.  Feeder  cattle  prices  are  expected  to  continue 
high  enough  to  encourage  further  growth  in  the  beef 
herd.  It  has  been  increasing  for  several  years.  Thus, 
cow  slaughter  may  run  near  a  year  earlier  this  spring 
but  rise  a  Uttle  this  summer  and  fall. 

Cow  prices  advanced  sharply  during  the  winter. 
Utility  grade  animals  peaked  at  $36.10  in  March,  up 
nearly  $11  from  mid- January  and  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  declined  $5  from  mid- March  to  early  April,  but 
strengthened  again  in  late  April  to  nearly  $34.  Cow 
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prices  likely  will  decline  later  this  year  as  cow 
slaughter  rises  seasonally.  However,  cow  prices 
through  the  rest  of  the  year  will  average  well  above 
last  year's  April-December  $25.70  average.  Larger 
beef  imports  and  larger  pork  supplies  in  the  second 
half  will  add  some  downward  pressure  to  cow  prices, 
but  demand  for  processing  meat  will  continue  strong 
enough  to  hold  prices  above  year-earlier  levels. 


Utility  cow  prices  per  100  pounds,  Omaha 


Month 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

20.93 

19.98 

22.61 

26.67 

22.18 

20.98 

23.80 

31.43 

23.24 

22.03 

24.73 

33.90 

23.23 

21.48 

24.70 

33.59 

22.64 

22.30 

25.51 

22.58 

22.03 

26.00 

July  

20.85 

21.68 

26.22 

20.48 

21.72 

26.18 

September  .... 

21.13 

21.84 

26.57 

20.84 

22.30 

26.19 

November  .... 

19.04 

21.45 

24.98 

December  .... 

18.77 

21.64 

25.02 

Average  .... 

21.32 

21.62 

25.21 

Calf  Slaughter  Continues  Smaller 

Calf  slaughter  dropped  17  percent  in  1972.  A 
smaller  dairy  cali  crop  and  strong  demand  for 
animals  for  feedlot  finishing  continued  to  limit  the 
,  slaughter  calf  supply.  In  the  first  quarter  this  year, 
commercial  calf  slaughter  was  23  percent  smaller 
than  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  of  veal  calves  have  been  record  high  this 
year.  Choice  veeilers  in  South  St.  Paul  in  late  April 
brought  $61.90  per  100  pounds,  about  $7  above  a  year 
ago.  Calf  and  veal  slaughter  will  continue  below  a 
year  earlier  and  prices  above  for  the  balance  of  1973. 

Heavy  Death  Losses 

Severe  weather  last  winter  and  this  spring  has 
resulted  in  unusually  high  death  losses  in  some  areas. 
Calves  and  other  young  cattle  have  been  hardest  hit. 
Accurate  estimates  of  total  death  losses  resulting 
from  these  storms  are  not  available.  However,  it 
would  appear  from  reports  that  upwards  of  a  quarter 
of  a  million  animals  were  lost  in  April  alone. 
Although  devastating  to  certain  areas  and  to 
individual  ranchers  and  feeders,  the  overall  loss 
nationally  will  not  substantially  reduce  the  supply  of 
beef  in  the  months  ahead.  There  was  a  wide  range  of 
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weight  and  age  of  cattle  lost.  Thus,  their  loss  from  the 
slaughter  supply  will  be  spread  over  the  next  18 
months  and  will  not  significantly  affect  the  level  of 
slaughter  in  any  particular  month. 


HOGS 

Hog  Prices  Decline  in  Early  Spring 

Hog  prices  and  slaughter  supplies  have  declined 
since  the  middle  of  March.  In  recent  weeks  slaughter 
supplies  have  been  rising.  Also,  consumer  demand 
for  pork  probably  has  eased.  Recent  price  weakness 
followed  sharp  price  rises  in  the  fall  and  winter. 
Barrows  and  gilts  at  7  markets  were  just  under  $28 
per  100  pounds  last  November,  but  rose  to  nearly  $40 
by  mid-March.  Prices  recently  have  been  aroxmd  $35 
per  100  pounds. 

Hog  slaughter  in  January  and  February  averaged 
5  percent  below  a  year  earlier,  but  in  March  slaughter 
was  off  16  percent  Weekly  hog  slaughter  volume  will 
be  supplemented  this  spring  because  hogs  held  off  the 
market  during  the  consumer  meat  boycott  period  are 
now  being  slaughtered  along  with  hogs  that  would 
normally  be  marketed  this  spring.  However,  hog 
slaughter  will  be  returning  to  normal  soon  and  by  late 
May  and  in  June  will  be  declining  seasongdly.  On 
March  1,  there  were  1  percent  fewer  pigs  on  Com  Belt 
farms  in  weight  groups  that  typically  are  slaughtered 
during  April-June.  But  since  hog  slaughter  was  quite 


Hogs  prices  per  100  pounds,  7  markets' 


Barrows  and  gilts 

Sows 

Month 

>  

197 1 

1972 

1973 

1971 

1972 

1973 

 1 

1  

Dot 

DoL 

DoL 

DoU 

DoL 

DoL 

Jan 

16.25 

24.84 

32.5 1 

12.74 

20.41 

26.32 

Feb 

19.43 

25.61 

36.23 

1 6.68 

22.90 

31.22 

Mar  

17.13 

23.56 

38.13 

15.28 

2 1.43 

34.47 

Apr 

16.19 

22.89 

35.56 

14.47 

20.89 

32.33 

May       , , , 

17.43 

25.32 

14.84 

22.12 

June  

18.38 

26.74 

15.07 

22.42 

July   

19.84 

28.57 

15.86 

23.59 

Aug  

19.05 

28.86 

15.77 

25.22 

sept  

18.91 

29.10 

16.08 

25.92 

Oct  

19.80 

28.09 

16.95 

25.05 

19.39 

27.79 

16.32 

23.04 

Dec  

20.98 

30.78 

16.26 

24.26 

Av  

18.45 

26.76 

15.54 

23.26 

'  Average  for  all  weights  at  Midwest  markets. 


low  in  early  April,  during  the  remainder  of  the  second 
quarter  it  will  equal  or  exceed  the  year-earlier  rate. 

With  seasonally  reduced  hog  slaughter  supplies 
toward  midyear,  hog  prices  likely  will  strengthen 
from  spring  lows.  However,  even  though  midyear 
prices  may  partially  recover  and  remain  above  mid- 
1972  prices,  they  are  not  likely  to  approach  the  peaks 
of  March  1973. 

Despite  higher  feed  costs,  hog  producers  have  been 
shipping  slaughter  hogs  at  near  year-earlier  weights 
this  winter  and  spring.  Higher  hog  prices  have  more 
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CHANGES  IN  HOG  PRICES  AND  PORK  PRODUCTION 
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than  offset  higher  feed  costs. ,  Thus,  since  the 
relationship  between  feed  costs  and  hog  prices  is  not 
expected  to  change  much  in  the  months  ahead, 
market  weights  this  spring  and  summer  will  likely- 
continue  near  year-earlier  levels. 

Second  Half  Slaughter  to  Be  Up 

Hog  slaughter  in  the  second  half  of  1973  is  expected 
to  run  4  to  6  percent  larger  than  in  the  same  months  of 
1972.  Corn  Belt  hog  producers  on  March  1  had  about 
6  percent  more  market  pigs  in  weight  groups  that  will 
supply  the  bulk  of  summer  slaughter  supplies.  And 
producers  reported  they  would  have  5  percent  more 
sows  farrow  during  March-May.  This  would  boost 
fall  slaughter  moderately. 

Larger  slaughter  supplies  in  prospect  reflect  the 
improved  profit  situation  for  hog  producers  in  1972 
and  in  early  1973.  However,  with  higher  feed  costs 
and  many  other  problems  confronting  hog  producers 
this  year,  they  have  not  increased  farrowings  as 
much  as  they  have  in  the  recent  past  in  response  to 
higher  hog  prices. 

This  year's  increase  in  the  spring  pig  crop  is  rather 
moderate  when  compared  with  the  past  2  upswings 
when  prices  were  not  as  favorable  in  relation  to  com 
prices  as  they  have  been  in  recent  months.  Moreover, 
hog  producers  have  indicated  that  they  will  have  only 
4  percent  more  sows  farrow  during  the  early  1973  fall 
farrowing  season.  This  would  be  about  half  as  large 
an  increase  as  in  the  spring  farrowing  season. 
However,  farmers  probably  will  continue  to  raise 
more  hogs  during  the  entire  second  half,  which  will 
increase  first  half  1974  slaughter  supplies. 

Hog  prices  will  rise  to  a  summer  peak  in  July  or 
early  August  and  then  decline  in  late  summer  and 
fall.  Price  weakness  is  likely  because  of  the 
prospective  increase  in  second  half  hog  slaughter 
over  year-earlier  levels  and  because  slaughter  always 
picks  up  seasonally  in  the  fall.  Beef  supplies  are 
expected  to  be  somewhat  larger  in  the  second  half,  but 
consumer  demand  for  meat  will  remain  strong. 

Hog  prices  likely  will  drop  below  year-earUer  prices 
in  the  fall  and  then  continue  moderately  below  during 
the  fourth  quarter.  Barrows  and  gilts  at  7  markets 
averaged  about  $29  per  100  pounds  in  both  the  third 
and  fourth  quarters  of  1972.  Fall  prices  likely  will 
remain  well  above  the  $20  average  of  October- 
December  1971. 

Increased  exports  of  pork,  especially  to  Japan, 
have  helped  strengthen  hog  prices  this  year.  Exports 
of  pork  in  the  first  quarter  totaled  52  million  poimds, 
compared  with  11  million  pounds  a  year  earlier. 
While  the  increase  in  pork  exports  is  not  large  in 
relation  to  domestic  production,  it  tended  to  tighten 
supplies. 

Small  cold  storage  holdings  of  pork  will  be  a  price- 
boosting  factor  in  the  months  ahead.  At  the 
beginning  of  April  cold  storage  holdings  of  pork 


totaled  only  223  million  pounds,  down  27  percent 
from  a  year  ago  and  the  least  for  that  time  of  year 
since  1966.  Thus,  cold  storage  holdings  this  year  will 
add  Little  to  seasonally  lower  summer  slaughter 
volume. 

Hog  prices  this  spring  are  continuing  generally 
favorable  in  relation  to  com  prices  even  though  hog 
markets  have  declined.  At  the  end  of  April,  the  hog- 
com  price  ratio  at  Omaha  was  22,  compared  with  23 
during  the  first  3  months  of  1973.  This  still  exceeds 
the  annual  average  ratio  of  17  during  1970-72.  As  hog 
prices  decline  later  this  year,  com  prices  likely  will 
also  weaken,  so  the  hog-com  ratio  this  fall  may 
remain  favorable  to  hog  production. 


Hog-com  price  ratio,  Omaha  basis 


Month 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

22.8 

11.0 

19.7 

21.4 

23.5 

13.2 

20.6 

23.3 

21.7 

11.6 

19.0 

25.4 

19.6 

11.3 

18.2 

23.4 

18.8 

11.8 

19.7 

18.8 

12.2 

21.5 

July  

19.5 

13.9 

22.8 

August   

16.3 

15.1 

23.5 

September  .... 

14.5 

16.3 

22.6 

13.2 

17.2 

21.8 

November  .... 

11.5 

16.7 

20.6 

December  .... 

10.8 

16.6 

20.5 

Average  .... 

17.6 

13.9 

20.9 

Feeder  Pigs 

Prices  of  feeder  pigs  have  generally  followed 
changes  in  prices  of  slaughter  hogs  since  last  fall. 
Feeder  pigs,  40  to  60  pounds  at  Southern  Missouri 
markets,  were  selling  for  about  29  to  30  dollars  per 
100  pounds  early  last  fall.  Prices  rose  during  the 
winter,  and  in  thefirst  week  of  March  wereabove$40. 
Prices  sagged  along  with  slaughter  hogs  in  late 
March  and  by  the  middle  of  Apiil  had  dropped  to 
about  $37. 

Prices  are  still  about  30  percent  higher  than  last 
spring.  During  the  first  half  of  1972,  feeder  pig  prices 
generally  ran  about  double  1971  prices,  reflecting 
producer  optimism  about  future  prices  and  the 
abundant  supply  of  low  priced  feed  grains.  With 
genereilly  declining  prices  in  the  second  half  of  this 
year  and  rising  production  costs,  feeder  pig  prices 
likely  will  also  drop  below  prices  a  year  ago  in  the 
second  half  and  continue  lower  through  the  end  of  the 
year. 

SHEEP  AND  LAMBS 

Lamb  Supplies  Down 

There  were  14.9  million  stock  sheep  and  lambs  on 
farms  at  the  beginning  of  this  year.  This  was  the 
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fewest  on  record  and  nearly  a  million  fewer  than  a 
year  ago  and  40  percent  less  than  10  years  ago. 
Numbers  have  been  dropping  steadily  since  1960 
when  the  count  totaled  nearly  29  million.  All  areas  of 
the  country  have  shared  in  the  decline. 

Producers  had  6  percent  fewer  breeding  ewes  at  the 
beginning  of  1973.  This  points  to  a  smsdler  lamb  crop 
again  this  year.  Thus,  slaughter  supplies  will 
continue  sharply  smaller  than  in  1972.  Producers  in 
some  Western  States  may  begin  to  stabilize  sheep 
inventories  and  in  other  areas  the  rate  of  liquidation 
will  slow.  The  trend  to  larger,  more  specialized 
agricultural  enterprises  will  continue  to  reduce  sheep 
inventories  in  areas  where  sheep  are  a  relatively 
small  part  of  the  enterprise.  However,  sharply  higher 
wool  and  lamb  prices  in  1972  and  so  far  this  year 
probably  will  encourage  producers  to  stay  in 
business,  especially  the  larger  ones  in  the  West  or 
Southwest. 

On  balance,  some  further  liquidation  of  the  sheep 
and  lamb  inventory  is  likely  in  1973  but  the  decline 
probably  won't  be  as  large  as  last  year.  Of  course,  the 
key  to  the  rate  of  change  in  sheep  and  lamb  numbers 
in  1973  will  be  the  level  of  sheep  and  lamb  slaughter. 
Slaughter  this  year  would  have  to  drop  15-20  percent 
for  the  inventory  to  stabilize.  Such  a  sharp  decline 
seems  unlikely. 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  last  year  was  4  percent 
smaller  than  in  1971.  In  the  first  quarter  this  year, 
slaughter  was  down  13  percent  with  nearly  half  of  the 


decrease  occurring  in  March.  This  sharp  decline  in 
slaughter  may  reflect  some  withholding  of  ewe 
lambs,  but  a  substantial  part  of  it  was  a  reaction  to 
market  disruptions.  Slaughter  rates  will  continue 
below  a  year  ago  for  the  balance  of  the  year  but  the 
rate  of  decline  will  be  less  than  in  the  first  quarter. 

Ewe  slaughter  was  3.3  percent  of  Federally 
inspected  slaughter  in  the  first  quarter  compared 
with  4.4  percent  a  year  ago. 

Higher  Prices  to  Continue 

A  strong  market  dominated  the  lamb  picture  in  the 
first  quarter  with  prices  rising  from  $33.50  per  100 
pounds  for  wooled  lambs  at  San  Angelo  in  early 
January  to  $45.25  for  spring  lambs  in  early  March. 
The  price  pattern  closely  paredleled  advancing  cattle 
and  hog  prices  in  that  period.  However,  prices 
dropped  sharply  in  March  and  April  and  were  $39  in 
late  April,  but  still  $6.50  above  a  year  earlier. 

Lamb  prices  Eire  expected  to  continue  near  recent 
levels  this  spring  with  some  seasonal  downward  drift 
in  the  summer,  and  to  average  $5  or  more  above  April- 
September  1972's  $32.15. 

The  flow  of  lambs  to  market  this  spring  has  been 
disrupted  by  bad  weather,  reactions  to  price  changes, 
and  the  consumer  meat  boycott.  However, 
marketings  are  settling  into  a  more  normal  pattern 
now  and  should  continue  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

In  the  first  queirter  this  year  the  average  weight  of 
commercially  slaughtered  sheep  and  lambs  edged  up 
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CHANGES  IN  LAMB  PRICES  AND  PRODUCTION 
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Choice  lamb  prices  per  100  pounds,  San  Angelo 


Month 

Slaughter  lambs 

Feeder  lambs 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1971 

1972 

1973 

DoL 

Dol 

DoL 

DoL 

DoL 

Dol 

24.06 

27.19 

35.75 

24.00 

27  69 

Feb  

24. 12 

28.69 

39. 12 

24.7  5 

28  38 

28.05 

32.00 

43. 1 7 

28  05 

QQ    1  Q 

29.06 

31.12 

39.50 

27  44 

29.69 

33.75 

Ofi  7  A 

^  o.  /  o 

30  05 

32  88 

o  c  cc 
D.DO 

29.8 1 

July   

29.06 

33.31 

24.69 

29.88 

28.12 

31.52 

25.75 

29.70 

Sept  

25.70 

29.44 

24.95 

29.56 

Oct  

26.06 

28.50 

25.19 

29.38 

26.00 

28.52 

26.44 

30.45 

25.94 

*  30,42 

26.69 

31.25 

Av  

27.16 

30.70 

25.86 

30,24 

'  Shorn. 


a  little  over  last  year,  and  averaged  109  pounds. 

Price  discounts  on  heavy  lamb  carcasses  vary  from 
year  to  year,  depending  on  the  relative  supply  of 
heavy  lambs  and  the  price  level  of  the  lamb  market. 
Discounts  often  are  wide  in  the  winter  when  lambs 
are  held  in  feedlots  too  long  and  weights  become 
excessive,  or  in  late  winter  or  early  spring  when 
spring  lambs  and  fed  lamb  marketings  overlap 
excessively  and  shipments  are  bunched. 

EarUer  this  year,  the  spread  between  30-45  pound 
carcasses  and  55-65  pound  carcasses  was  running 
between  $2  and  $3.  The  disrupted  marketings  in 


March  and  April  resulted  in  some  bunched  shipments 
of  heavy  lambs.  This  resulted  in  the  price  spread 
between  heavy  lambs  and  hghter  lambs  running  as 
high  as  $8.  However,  this  is  expected  to  be  only  a 
temporary  condition  and  when  the  market  supply 
gets  back  on  an  even  keel,  discounts  are  expected  to 
drop  back  to  winter  levels. 


1972  Wool  Production  Down— Prices  up 

Shorn  wool  production  in  1972  totaled  157.9  million 
pounds  (grease  basis)— down  1  percent  from  1971. 
Pulled  wool  output  totaled  9.7  million  pounds  down  1 9 
percent.  Wool  production  will  decline  further  in  1973 
because  there  are  fewer  sheep  and  lambs. 

Wool  prices  paid  to  farmers  and  ranchers  averaged 
35  cents  per  pound  in  1972,  up  79  percent  from  1971 's 
depressed  levels.  Higher  prices  resulted  in  a  $23.9 
million  increase  in  the  market  value  of  the  1972  clip 
despite  the  smaller  supply.  Prices  this  year  will 
average  sharply  above  1972,  probably  topping  the 
wool  incentive  price  of  72  cents  per  pound. 

Mohair  production  in  Texas  totaled  10.2  million 
pounds  in  1972.  This  was  32  percent  less  than  a  year 
ago  and  only  a  third  the  1965  output.  The  average 
price  received  by  farmers  and  ranchers  in  Texas  for 
mohair  was  83.0  cents  per  pound  compared  with  30.1 
cents  in  1971.  Sharply  higher  prices  upped  the  market 
value  of  1972  cUp  89  percent,  to  $8.5  million.  Little 
change  is  expected  in  this  year's  production  but 
prices  will  average  above  1972. 


Table  2.— Production,  prices  and  income  from  wool.  United  States,  1961-72 


Shorn  Wool 

Pulled  wool 

Year 

Number  sheep 

Weight  per 

Price  per 

production 

shorn' 

fleece 

Production 

pound^ 

Value 

1.000 

Pounds 

1,000 

Cents 

1,000 

1,000 

head 

pounds 

dollars 

pounds 

30,454 

8.51 

259,161 

42.9 

111.445 

34,500 

1962   

29,193 

8.45 

246,636 

47.7 

117.579 

29,900 

1963   

27,264 

8.53 

232.446 

48.5 

112.426 

28,800 

1964   

25,455 

8.34 

212,333 

53.2 

112.877 

25,100 

1965   

23,756 

8.48 

201,463 

47.1 

94,999 

23,300 

1966   

22,923 

8.51 

195,053 

52.1 

101,204 

24,100 

1967   

22,056 

8.57 

188,984 

39.8 

75,177 

22.400 

1968   

20,759 

8.55 

177,396 

40.5 

71.778 

20,500 

1969   

19,584 

8.46 

165.749 

41.8 

69,516 

17,100 

1970   

19,163 

8.43 

161.587 

35.5 

57.162 

15,200 

1971  

19,036 

8.41 

160.157 

19.4 

31.416 

12,000 

1972^   

18,778 

8.41 

157.881 

35.0 

55,287 

9.700 

'includes  shearing  at  commercial  feeding  yards.  ^1961  and      1964    the    marketing    year    is   January    through  December. 
1962,  the  marketing  year  was  April  through  March.  For  1963,      ' Preliminary, 
the  marketing  year  was  April  throu^  December.  Beginning  in 
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Table  3.— Mohair:  Production  and  value  for  7  leading  States,  1961-72' 


Nu  mbsr 

/\  ve  rsQe 

Prod  uct  ion 

Year 

goats 

clip  per 

of 

per 

Value 

clipped' 

goat 

mohair 

pound' 

1,000 

Pounds 

1,000 

Cents 

1,000 

head 

pounds 

dollars 

1961  

4,021 

6.6 

26,411 

85.6 

22,615 

4,236 

6.4 

27,215 

71.4 

19,430 

1963   

4,363 

6.6 

29,007 

88.1 

25,562 

1964   

4,568 

6.5 

29.736 

94.3 

28,053 

1965   

4,803 

6.7 

32,420 

65.5 

21,251 

1966   

4,659 

6.3 

29.576 

53.7 

15,896 

1967   

4,113 

6.6 

27,127 

40.9 

11,100 

1968   

3,966 

6.6 

26.022 

45.2 

11,754 

1969   

3,174 

6.6 

20,810 

65.1 

13,549 

1970 

2  725 

6.6 

17  985 

39. 1 

7  032 

1971  

2,189 

6.8 

14,885 

30.1 

4,480 

1,521 

6.7 

10,190 

83.0 

8,458 

'states  are  Missouri,  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Arizona.  Utah,  kids  clipped  In  the  fall.  'For  the  years  1961  and  1962.  the 

Oregon  and  California.  Starting  In  1969,  data  is  for  Texas  only.  marketing    year    was    April    through    March.    For    1963,  the 

*ln  States  where  goats  are  clipped  twice  a  year  the  number  marketing  year  was  April  through  December.  Beginning  in  1964 

flipped  is  the  sum  of  goats  and  kids  clipped  in  the  spring  and  marketing  year  is  January  trhough  December.  *  Preliminary. 


FOREIGN  TRADE 

U.S.  imports  and  exports  of  meat  animals,  meat, 
and  animal  products  generally  followed  typical 
patterns  in  1972.  Changing  market  conditions  in  the 
United  States  and  many  other  countries,  however, 
resulted  in  setting  new  records  for  both  volume  and 
value  of  trade  in  several  classes  of  products  and 
reductions  in  others. 

The  value  of  imports  of  these  products,  $1,534 
million,  typically  was  a  little  more  than  twice  as 
much  as  the  value  of  exports,  $772  million. 

Meat  was  the  largest  class  of  imports,  valued  at 
$1,206  milUon,  79  percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports 
of  these  products.  Imports  of  live  animals  (mostly 
feeder  cattle  and  calves)  were  valued  at  $170  million, 
11  percent  of  the  total.  In  1972,  there  were  record 
imports  of  beef  and  veal  and  pork— and  total  meat 
imports.  Total  meat  imports  were  equal  to  7.2  percent 
of  U.S.  production. 

We  eat  almost  all  of  the  meat  we  produce,  so  U.S. 
exports  of  red  meat  are  relatively  small.  In  1972, 
however,  higher  incomes  and  improved  economic 
conditions  in  some  foreign  countries  made  a  stronger 
market  for  U.S.  meat  abroad.  Meat  exports  in  1972 
were  largest  since  1969  and  were  0.5  percent  of  U.S. 
production. 


Imports 

The  carcass  weight  equivalent  of  beef  and  veal 
imports  in  1972  was  1,996  million  pounds,  14  percent 
more  than  in  1971  and  a  record.  This  volume  equaled 
8.7  percent  of  U.S.  1972  production. 


Boneless  beef  is  by  far  the  largest  meat  import  item 
and  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase  in  beef 
imports.  It  is  similar  to  U.S.  cow  beef  and  is  used 
mainly  for  hamburger,  luncheon  meats,  and  other 
meat  products.  Imports  of  boneless  beef  totaled  1,714 
million  pounds  (carcass  weight  equivalent)  in  1972, 
up  18  percent  and  a  record.  Boneless  beef  accounted 
for87percentof  beef  imports  and  almost  two-thirds  of 
total  meat  imports  on  a  carcass  weight  basis. 

Imports  of  fresh  or  frozen  bone-in  beef  are  very  small 
by  comparison,  and  totaled  12  million  pounds  in  1972. 
Canned  beef  imports  totaled  140  million  pounds  in  1972, 
7  percent  of  total  beef  imports.  Canned  beef  imports  are 
mostly  canned  corned  beef  from  Argentina.  Imports  of 
processed  beef  other  than  pickled  or  cured  beef  have  risen 
in  recent  years  although  they  were  down  in  1972  from 

the  high  1971  levels  because  of  larger  cooked  beef 
imports  from  Argentina.  Other  processed  beef 
imports  totaled  93  million  pounds  in  1972,  down  from 
135  million  pounds  the  year  before. 

In  January-March  1973,  beef  and  veal  imports 
totaled  443  million  pounds,  13  percent  more  than  a 
year  earlier. 

Pork  imports  totaled  a  record  508  million  poimds 
(carcass  weight  equivalent)  in  1972,  up  from  459 
million  pounds  in  1971.  Imports  of  canned  hams  and 
shoulders  accounted  for  almost  four-fifths  of  the  pork 
import  total.  Denmark,  the  Netherlands,  and  Poland, 
in  that  order,  supply  most  of  the  canned  hams  and 
shoulders  imported.  Imports  of  fresh  of  frozen  pork 
were  64  million  pounds,  2  million  pounds  more  than 
in  1971.  Pork  imports  were  equal  to 3.7percentof  U.S. 
production  in  1972,  compared  with  3.1  percent  in 
1971. 
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In  January-March  1973,  pork  imports  totaled  120 
million  pounds,  a  quarter  less  than  a  year  earlier. 

Imports  of  lamb  were  37  million  pounds,  down  1 
million  from  1971.  The  1972  import  volume  was  equal 
to  7.4  percent  of  estimated  U.S.  lamb  and  yearling 
production.  In  the  first  quarter  of  1973,  lamb  imports 
were  11  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 

Imports  of  mutton  and  goat  were  almost  three 
times  the  volume  of  lamb  imports.  Mutton  and  goat 
imports  totaled  111  million  pounds  in  1972,  up  from 
65  million  pounds  in  1971  but  less  than  imports  in 
some  other  recent  years.  Mutton  and  goat  meat 
imports  are  used  in  making  luncheon  meats  and 
other  meat  products  and  supplement  the  relatively 
small  U.S.  production  of  these  meats.  In  recents  years 
sheep  have  accounted  for  only  6  to  7  percent  of  the 
number  of  sheep  and  lambs  slaughtered  under 
Federal  inspection.  Estimated  U.S.  toted  mutton 
production  was  37  million  pounds  in  1972.  Imports  of 
lamb  and  mutton  combined  were  equal  to  27.3  percent 
of  U.S.  lamb  and  mutton  production  in  1972. 

In  January-March  1973,  mutton  and  goat  imports 
totaled  11  million  pounds  (carcass  weight 
equivalent),  two  and  a  half  times  as  much  as  a  year 
earlier. 

There  were  1.1  million  head  of  cattle  and  calves 
(excluding  breeding  animals  and  cows  for  dairy 


purposes)  imported  in  1972,  up  from  0.9  million  in 
1971  and  the  most  since  1962.  Most  were  feeder  cattle 
and  calves  from  Mexico  and  Canada.  Excluding 
breeding  animals  and  cows  for  dairy  purposes,  there 
were  only  about  31,000  cattle  imported  that  weighed 
700  pounds  and  over. 
In  addition,  there  were  25.168  head  of  cattle 

imported  for  dairy  purposes,  and  17,441  head  of  other 

breeding  stock. 

About  89,000  hogs  were  imported  in  1972,  compared 
with  78,000  in  1971.  Imports  of  sheep  and  lambs  were 
13,765  head  in  1972,  up  from  5,454  head  in  1971. 

Exports 

Dollar  exports  of  meatpacking  byproducts 
typically  are  much  larger  than  value  of  red  meat 
exports.  In  1972,  value  of  red  meat  exports  totaled 
$110  million;  tallow,  greases  and  lard  $208  million; 
hides  and  skins  $294  million;  variety  meats  $89 
million. 

Canada  was  by  far  the  largest  taker  of  U.S.  exports 
of  red  meat,  accounting  for  71  million  pounds 
(product  weight),  or  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  1972 
export  total  of  169  million  pounds. 

Japan  took  the  second  largest  volume  of  U.S.  meat 
exports  in  1972,  49  million  pounds  (product  weight), 
or  29  percent  of  the  1972  total. 
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The  Bahamas  were  the  only  other  large  importers 
of  U.S.  meat  in  1972.  Their  imports  totaled  12  million 
pounds  (product  weight),  7  percent  of  1972  total  meat 
exports. 

Both  Canada  and  Japan  imported  substantially 
more  meat  from  the  United  States  in  1972.  Exports  of 
71  million  pounds  (product  weight)  to  Canada  were 
up  from  43  million  pounds  in  1971.  Exports  of  both 
beef  and  pork  to  Canada  were  larger  than  in  1971  and 
were  almost  equally  divided  between  the  two  meats. 

Exports  of  49  million  pounds  (product  weight)  of 
meat  to  Japan  were  up  from  28  million  pounds  in 
1971.  Virtually  all  of  U.S.  meat  exports  to  Japan  were 
pork  in  both  years. 

Shipments  of  meat  to  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin 
Islands  usually  are  larger  than  exports  to  foreign 
countries  which  totaled  169  million  pounds  in  1972. 
Shipments  to  these  territories  totaled  188  million 
pounds  (product  weight)  in  1972,  compared  with  191 
million  pounds  in  1971. 

In  January-March  1973,  meat  exports  totgiled  71 
million  pounds  (carcass  weight)  almost  three  times  as 
much  as  a  year  earlier.  Beef  and  veal  exports  were 
larger  but  pork  exports  totaling  52  million  poimds 
accounted  for  most  of  the  increase.  Japan  was  the 
largest  taker  of  U.S.  pork  exports. 


Imports  subject  to  Meat  Import  Law 

Public  Law  88-482,  enacted  in  August  1964, 
provides  for  import  quotas  under  specified  conditions 
to  limit  imports  of  fresh,  chilled,  and  frozen  beef,  veal, 
mutton  and  goat  in  line  with  changes  in  U.S. 
production  of  these  meats. 

The  law  provides,  however,  that  the  President  may 
increase  allowable  imports  or  suspend  quotas  if  he 
finds  that  this  is  required  by  overriding  economic  or 
national  security  interests  of  the  United  States,  or  if 
the  supply  of  these  meats  will  be  inadequate  to  meet 
domestic  demand  at  reasonable  prices,  or  that  trade 
agreements  entered  into  after  the  enactment  of  the 
law  ensure  that  the  purpose  of  the  law  to  limit  imports 
will  be  carried  out.  The  President  invoked  quotas  for 
1973  but  immediately  suspended  them.  He  stated  that 
the  limitation  on  imports  is  suspended  for  the 
calendar  year  1973  unless  changed  circumstances 
necessitate  further  action  under  the  act.  Since  June 
1972  there  have  been  no  restrictions  on  meat  imports 
subject  to  the  meat  import  law. 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  on 
December  29  that  calendar  1973  imports  of  meat 
subject  to  the  meat  import  law  were  estimated  at  1 ,450 
million  pounds  (product  weight),  up  from  1,355 
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million  last  year.  The  Secretary's  second  quarterly  Imports  of  these  meats  in  January-March  1973 

estimate  of  calendar  1973  imports,  announced  on  totaled  293  million  pounds,  compared  with  243 
March  30,  was  unchanged.  million  pounds  in  the  first  quarter  of  1972. 


Table  4.— Meat  subject  to  U.S.  import  quota  restriction:  Product  weight  of 
imports  by  months,  average  1959-63,  1964-73 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

'  

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

1959-63 

47  3 

49  6 

57 

5 

58 

6 

D  /  .  1 

84.1 

76 

1 

6 1 

6 

56.1 

61.4 

722 

2 

1964   

87.2 

44.9 

68 

9 

61.4 

51.1 

98 

1 

43.7 

79.5 

49. 

6 

46 

4 

55.7 

53.4 

7  39 

9 

1965   

28.2 

34.5 

68 

7 

32.4 

52.3 

41 

9 

58.5 

59.9 

62 

2 

64 

4 

57.2 

53.7 

613 

9 

1966   

51.4 

60.3 

49 

4 

63.3 

52.0 

100 

2 

61.4 

87.1 

91. 

5 

79 

7 

61.1 

66.0 

823 

4 

1967   

77.4 

58.5 

61 

9 

58.8 

51.5 

69 

6 

88.7 

92.2 

89 

8 

91 

8 

82.3 

72.4 

894 

9 

1968   

80.7 

72.6 

64 

1 

78.4 

56.1 

105 

1 

86.4 

108.6 

115. 

5 

102 

1 

95.8 

35.6 

1,001 

0 

1969'  .... 

41.9 

50.4 

136 

1 

90.0 

80.5 

85 

7 

107.1 

141.8 

121 

4 

108 

4 

51.4 

69.4 

1,084 

1 

1970'  .... 

124.5 

100.7 

112 

0 

88.7 

62.1 

93 

4 

110.0 

113.0 

107 

6 

89 

3 

79.3 

89.8 

1,170 

4 

1971'  .... 

83.4 

65.1 

88 

3 

86.2 

76.8 

101 

0 

94.4 

104.9 

158 

6 

80 

4 

63.2 

130.3 

1,132 

6 

1972'   

86.9 

80.8 

75 

4 

105.4 

107.9 

106 

4 

106.8 

164.6 

163 

8 

145 

1 

119.0 

93.4 

1,355 

5 

1973   

106.2 

98.4 

88 

3 

'  Rejections  for  calendar  year  1969  equaled  13.5  million  pounds,  17.4  million  pounds  for  1970,  21.0  million 
pounds  for  1971,  and  17.8  for  1972. 


Table  5.— U.S.  meat  imports  and  exports  and  percentage  comparisons 
(carcass  weight),  1972  and  1973 


Months 

Beef  and  veal 

Lamb  and  mutton' 

Pork 

Total  meat 

1972 

1973 

Change 

1972 

1973 

Change 

1972 

1973 

Change 

1972 

1973 

Change 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

IMPORTS 

143 

167 

+  16 

3 

4 

+  33 

63 

44 

-30 

209 

215 

+  3 

130 

148 

+  14 

5 

7 

+  52 

45 

39 

-13 

179 

194 

+  8 

120 

128 

+  7 

6 

8 

+  34 

50 

37 

-25 

176 

173 

-1 

144 

27 

44 

215 

152 

27 

36 

215 

157 

14 

31 

202 

July   

162 

16 

41 

219 

August  

229 

24 

37 

290 

September  .... 

230 

IS 

31 

276 

214 

5 

45 

264 

November  

177 

3 

46 

226 

138 

3 

40 

181 

Total  

1,996 

148 

509 

2,653 

EXPORTS 

4.03 

6.50 

+  61 

0.22 

0.20 

-10 

3 

28 

6.10 

+  86 

7.53 

12.80 

+70 

3.89 

5.04 

+  30 

.11 

.20 

+  73 

3 

53 

12.14 

+  244 

7.53 

17.38 

+  131 

March  

4.93 

6.83 

+  39 

.16 

.25 

+  61 

4 

29 

33.55 

+  681 

9.38 

40.63 

+  333 

April  

5.45 

.10 

10 

43 

15.98 

5.70 

.23 

19 

40 

25.33 

June  

5.04 

.12 

13 

73 

18.89 

July   

4.78 

.19 

6 

48 

11.45 

4.48 

.21 

5 

39 

10.08 

September  .... 

4.73 

.11 

8 

32 

13.16 

5.01 

.22 

17 

58 

22.81 

7.45 

.20 

7 

18 

14.83 

6.57 

.15 

6 

81 

13.53 

Total  

62.06 

2.02 

106 

42 

170.50 

'  Includes  goat  meat. 
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Table  6.— U.S.  imports  of  livestock  and  livestock  products,  1967-72 


1  tern 

1967 

1968 

j  1969 

1970 

1971 

1972' 

Million 

M  illion 

Million 

Million 

Ml// ion 

Million 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Meat  (carcass  weight  eQuivalent) 

Beef 

Boneless  fresh  or  frozen   

1,1 16.0 

1,224.7 

1,348.9 

1,484.2 

1,447.4 

1,714.5 

Fresh  or  frozen  

11.7 

26.8 

19.6 

24.3 

22.1 

12.3 

Total  fresh  or  frozen   

1,127.7 

1,251.5 

1,368.5 

1,508.5 

1,469.5 

1,726.8 

136.7 

165.2 

164.4 

167.1 

127.8 

139.8 

1.8 

1.3 

1.6 

1.8 

1.0 

0.7 

Other  processed  

47.3 

81.7 

80.3 

114.8 

135.4 

92.9 

1,313.5 

1,499.7 

1,614.8 

1,792.2 

1,733.7 

1,960.2 

Veal 

Fresh  or  frozen  

14.2 

18.3 

25.7 

23.5 

21.8 

36.1 

Pork 

Fresh  or  frozen  .  .   

47.4 

48.4 

42.9 

55.5 

62.3 

64.4 

1.9 

2.4 

2.2 

1.5 

1.0 

1.2 

284.6 

306.5 

314.7 

339.7 

357.4 

403.6 

Other  

58.6 

58.8 

49.0 

51.7 

37.9 

39.0 

Total  

392.5 

416.1 

408.8 

448.4 

458.6 

508.2 

12.3 

22.9 

43.9 

43.5 

38.2 

37.3 

108.6 

124.0 

108.4 

79.0 

64.6 

111.2 

1,841.1 

2,081.0 

2,201.6 

2,386.6 

2,316.9 

2,653.0 

Variety  Meats  (product  weight) 

3.5 

3.8 

5.6 

9.8 

6.5 

7.9 

Wool  (clean  basis) 

109.1 

129.8 

93.5 

79.8 

42.7 

24.8 

Duty-free  

78.2 

119.6 

95.7 

73.3 

83.9 

71.8 

187.3 

249.4 

189.2 

153.1 

126.6 

96.6 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pieces 

pieces 

pieces 

pieces 

pieces 

pieces 

Hides  and  Skins 

Cattle   

233 

493 

277 

386 

276 

292 

Calf  

481 

509 

357 

189 

67 

87 

357 

285 

334 

353 

168 

174 

20,299 

30,825 

20,716 

18,686 

19,283 

16,852 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Live  Animals 

Cattle* 

740  448 

1  024  2  35 

1  no  1  nS4 

7  U  7  ,  U  O  ^ 

1  1 69  035 

Hogs^   

34,926 

21,678 

13,430 

67,832 

77,532 

89,032 

Sheep  and  Lambs   

12,403 

26,579 

22,805 

11,716 

5,454 

13,765 

'Preliminary.  ^Dutiable:  not  for  breeding.  'Beginning  1967 


reported  in  numbers. 
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Table  7.— U.S.  exports  of  livestock  and  livestock  products,  1967-72 


Item 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972' 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

17.1 

15.2 

16.2 

18.3 

28.9 

41.3 

2.8 

2.2 

2.0 

2.4 

2.0 

2.0 

15.9 

13.3 

10.5 

12.3 

13.4 

10.5 

5.2 

6.3 

6.7 

5.7 

6.1 

5.7 

41.0 

37.0 

35.4 

38.7 

50.4 

59.5 

.7 

.5 

.6 

.5 

1.7 

2.0 

1.2 

1.2 

1.3 

1.1 

2.4 

2.6 

19.2 

47.9 

98.6 

35.0 

38.9 

68.8 

12.4 

15.5 

23.7 

7.1 

6.8 

12.9 

3.6 

3.0 

2.5 

2.8 

3.1 

3.2 

3.0 

3.8 

3.8 

3.1 

3.7 

3.3 

19.7 

23.1 

25.2 

20.4 

19.9 

18.2 

57.9 

93.3 

153.8 

68.4 

72.4 

106.4 

2.6 

2.8 

2.3 

1.8 

2.1 

2.0 

102.7 

134.3 

192.8 

110.0 

127.3 

170.5 

222.3 

225.2 

239.8 

239.5 

277.5 

277.9 

188.6 

175.3 

261.9 

365.9 

282.3 

164.4 

2,220.7 

2,233.9 

1,894.7 

2,240.8 

2,605.9 

2,385.8 

17.1 

11.2 

13.0 

20.6 

10.0 

18.9 

10.3 

15.9 

12.9 

10.9 

12.4 

19.3 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

p  ieces 

pieces 

pieces 

pieces 

pieces 

pieces 

"11,852 

"  12,878 

*  14,778 

"  15,222 

*  15,962 

"  17,589 

1,968 

1,816 

1,238 

1,074 

1,968 

1,613 

494 

387 

414 

241 

254 

451 

3,758 

3,345 

3,928 

3,822 

5,934 

5,872 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

55,322 

35,745 

39,186 

88,037 

92,956 

105,569 

Meat  (carcass  weight  equivalent) 
Beef 

Fresh  or  frozen  

Canned   

Pici<lecl  or  cured  

Otiier  Processed  

Total  

Veal 

Fresh  or  frozen  

Total  (includes  canned)   

Pork 

Fresh  or  frozen  

Hams  and  shoulders  not  cooked 
Hams  and  shoulders,  canned  .  .  . 

Other  canned  

Other  

Total  

Lamb  and  mutton  

Total  red  meat  

Variety  Meats  (product  weight)  .  .  . 

Animal  Fats 

Lard   

Inedible  tallow  and  greases^  .  .  .  . 
Edible  tallow  and  greases'  

Mohair  (clean  content)  


Hides  and  Skins 

Cattle   

Calf  

Kip  

Sheep  and  lamb 


Line  Animals 

Cattle   

Hogs   

Sheep,  Lambs,  and  Goats 


12,932 
120,733 


13,714 
117,677 


18,620 
106,237 


24,845 
132,856 


17,347 
213,806 


12.316 
159,428 


*  Preliminary,  'includes  inedible  animal  oils,  greases,  fats,  and 
tallow,  'inclueds  oleo  oil,  oleo  steanin,  and  oleo  stock,  and 


edible  tallow.  "Excludes  pieces  that  are  reported  in  pounds, 
which  were  reported  In  pieces  in  previous  years. 
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Table  8.— U.S.  imports,  exports,  and  net  imports  of  beef  and  veal,  pork,  lamb  and  mutton,  and  total 
meat  in  relation  to  domestic  production  1965-72' 


Year 

Production 

Imports 

Exports 

Net  imports 

Percentage  of  U.S.  production 

Imports 

Exports 

Net  imports 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

P 

ercen 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Beef  and  veal 

1965 

19  747 

941.8 

53.9 

887.9 

A  Q 

u.  o 

4  5 

1966 

20  636 

1  204.2 

39.1 

1  165.1 

5.8 

.2 

5.6 

1967 

21  Oil 

1  327.7 

42.2 

1  285.5 

6.3 

.2 

6.1 

1968   

21.614 

1,518.0 

38.2 

1,479.8 

7.0 

.2 

6.8 

1969   

21,831 

1,640.5 

36.7 

1,603.8 

7.5 

.2 

7.3 

1970   

22,273 

1,815.7 

39.8 

1,775.9 

8  0 

1971  

22,446 

1,755.5 

52.8 

1,702.7 

7  6 

1972^ 

22  871 

1  996.3 

62. 1 

1  934.2 

ft  7 

8  4 

Pork 

1965 

1 1  141 

333.0 

55.3 

277.7 

3.0 

0.5 

2.5 

1966 

11  339 

381.3 

58.4 

322.9 

3.4 

.5 

2.9 

1967 

12,58 1 

392.5 

57.9 

334.6 

3.1 

.5 

2.7 

1968   

13,064 

416.1 

93.3 

322.8 

3.2 

.7 

2.5 

1969   

12,955 

408.8 

153.8 

255.0 

3.2 

1.2 

2.0 

1970   

13,438 

448.4 

68.4 

380.0 

3.3 

.5 

2.8 

1971  

14,792 

458.6 

72.4 

386.2 

3.1 

.5 

2.6 

1972^  . 

13,626 

508.2 

106.4 

401.8 

3.7 

.8 

2.9 

Lamb  and  mutton 

1965   

651 

72.5 

2.0 

70.5 

11.1 

0.3 

10.8 

1966   

650 

136.0 

2.3 

133.7 

20.9 

.4 

20.6 

1967   

646 

120.9 

2.6 

118.3 

18.7 

.4 

18.3 

1968   

602 

146.9 

2.8 

144.1 

24.4 

.5 

23.9 

1969   

550 

152.3 

2.3 

150.0 

27.7 

.4 

27.3 

1970   

551 

112.5 

1.8 

120.7 

22.2 

.3 

21.9 

1971  

555 

102.8 

2.1 

100.7 

18.5 

.4 

18.1 

1972^ 

543 

148.5 

2.0 

146.5 

27.4 

.4 

27.0 

Total  meat 

1965 

31,539 

1,347.3 

111.2 

1,236.1 

4.3 

0.4 

3.9 

1966 

32,625 

1,72 1.5 

99.8 

1,621.7 

5.3 

.3 

5.0 

1967 

34,2  38 

1,841.1 

102.7 

1,738.4 

5.4 

.3 

5.1 

1968   

35,280 

2,081.0 

134.3 

1,946.7 

5.9 

.4 

5.5 

35,336 

2,201.6 

192.8 

2,008.8 

6.2 

.5 

5.7 

1970   

36,262 

2,386.6 

110.0 

2,276.6 

6.6 

.3 

6.3 

1971  

37,795 

2,316.9 

127.3 

2,189.6 

6.1 

.3 

5.8 

1972'   

37,040 

2,653.0 

170.5 

2,482.5 

7.2 

.5 

6.7 

'  Carcass  weight  equivalent.  *  Preliminary. 
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Table  9.— Meat  animals,  meat  and  meat  products:  Value  of  United  States  Imports  and  exports,  1970-72 


Imports  for  consumption 

Exports 

Commodity 

1970 

1971 

1972' 

1970 

1971 

1972' 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

Live  animals: 

121 

5 

116 

8 

162.0 

29.3 

32 

7 

43.8 

4 

3 

4 

2 

7.1 

2.4 

1 

8 

1.7 

4 

2 

.4 

1.3 

2 

6 

1.9 

Meat: 

679 

8 

734 

7 

861.7 

24 

6 

36 

0 

49.9 

Pork   

271 

9 

262 

8 

302.0 

26 

2 

25 

1 

49.4 

Lamb,  mutton  and  goat  .  .  . 

29 

9 

24 

1 

30.9 

8 

1 

0 

.9 

Processed  meats^  

14 

1 

11 

0 

11.3 

9 

7 

9 

8 

10.1 

Tallow,  greases,  and  lard  .... 

4 

4 

.7 

244 

1 

266 

0 

207.9 

2 

5 

2 

0 

2.8 

69 

5 

78 

2 

88.7 

27 

5 

27 

7 

27.3 

13 

1 

11 

7 

11.3 

51 

0 

51 

0 

64.5 

144 

4 

155 

1 

293.9 

87 

7 

63 

8 

63.4 

7 

9 

7 

3 

13.0 

Total   

1,291 

0 

1,298 

7 

1,534.1 

573 

3 

627 

3 

772.5 

'Preliminary.  ^Includes  sausage,  canned  meats,  and  canned 
specialities. 


Table  10.— U.S.  imports  of  cattle  from  specified  countries,  excluding  breeding  animals  and  cows  for  dairy 

purposes,  1962-72 


700  pounds  and  over 

Under  200  pounds 

Year 

Canada 

Mexico 

Other 

Total 

Canada 

Mexico 

Other 

Total 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

1962   

72,205 

36,732 

0 

108,937 

41,315 

24,925 

0 

66,240 

1963   

51,018 

18,123 

23 

69,164 

36,618 

27,120 

1 

63.739 

1964   

45,881 

1,777 

0 

47,658 

50,730 

13,162 

0 

63,892 

1965   

136,551 

14,077 

0 

150,628 

64,070 

16,921 

0 

80,991 

1966   

90,872 

14,505 

3 

105,380 

104,196 

22,293 

5 

126,494 

1967   

17,958 

3,936 

26 

21,920 

87,184 

10,553 

1 

97.738 

1968   

57,145 

1,344 

20 

58,509 

134,344 

13.052 

0 

147,396 

1969   

42,528 

4,099 

52 

46,679 

126,683 

32,459 

1 

159,143 

1970   

30,367 

1,299 

158 

31,824 

123,458 

45,475 

168,933 

1971  

24,278 

1,100 

205 

25.583 

126,221 

32,467 

1 

158,689 

1972'   

27,443 

3,738 

182 

31,363 

130,770 

42,502 

64 

173,336 

200  to  699  pounds 

Total 

Canada 

Mex  Icq 

Other 

Total 

Canada 

Mex  ico 

Other 

Total 

1962   

351,336 

690,228 

0 

1,041,564 

464,856 

751,885 

0 

1,216.741 

1963   

148,486 

540,099 

353 

688,938 

236,122 

585,342 

377 

821,841 

1964   

86,713 

315,962 

700 

403,375 

183,324 

330.901 

700 

514,925 

1965   

359,486 

504,285 

0 

863,771 

560,107 

535.283 

0 

1.095.390 

1966   

280,522 

547,287 

,319 

828,128 

475,590 

584,085 

327 

1.060.002 

1967   

121,900 

485,929 

13 

607,842 

227,042 

500.418 

40 

727.500 

1968   

1 14,628 

687,912 

7 

802,547 

306,117 

702,308 

27 

1,008,452 

1969   

18,522 

773,829 

5 

792,356 

187,733 

810.387 

58 

998,178 

1970   

17,122 

889,809 

61 

906,992 

170,947 

936.583 

219 

1,107.749 

1971  

30,222 

718,642 

9 

748,873 

180,721 

752,209 

215 

933.145 

1972'   

69,637 

869,527 

4 

939,168 

227,850 

915,767 

250 

1.143,867 

'  Preliminary. 
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Table  13.— Average  retail  price  of  meat  per  pound.  United  States,  by  months,  1968  to  date 


Year 

Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec. 

Av 

Beel 

,  choice  grade 

1968   

84 

3 

85 

1 

85 

6 

85 

6 

85 

8 

85 

8 

87.1 

87 

0 

88 

4 

87 

7 

88 

1 

88 

5 

86 

6 

1969   

89 

5 

89 

6 

90 

9 

93 

3 

97 

8 

101 

9 

102.4 

101 

1 

99 

1 

95 

2 

96 

5 

96 

9 

96 

2 

1970   

97 

5 

97 

3 

99 

4 

99 

9 

99 

4 

98 

5 

100.7 

100 

4 

98 

7 

97 

9 

97 

6 

96 

5 

98 

6 

1971   

97 

2 

101 

3 

102 

2 

104 

0 

104 

8 

105 

7 

104.7 

105 

7 

105 

9 

105 

1 

106 

3 

108 

5 

104 

3 

1972   

111 

5 

115 

8 

115 

8 

112 

0 

111 

4 

113 

5 

117.3 

115 

8 

112 

9 

112 

8 

112 

3 

114 

6 

113 

8 

1973   

122 

1 

130 

3 

135 

3 

Veal,  retail  cuts 

1968   

99 

8 

99 

2 

100 

0 

102 

0 

100 

0 

102 

5 

101.7 

101 

4 

101 

9 

101 

1 

101 

9 

100 

9 

101 

0 

1969   

102 

5 

103 

7 

104 

6 

107 

5 

108 

6 

112 

5 

114.0 

115 

0 

115 

1 

115 

2 

114 

6 

116 

3 

110 

8 

1970   

117 

2 

119 

3 

120 

8 

123 

3 

123 

9 

124 

9 

125.7 

126 

6 

127 

0 

127 

4 

127 

6 

127 

9 

124 

3 

128 

9 

129 

5 

130 

8 

133 

2 

134 

2 

135 

4 

139.3 

140 

2 

140 

6 

141 

4 

141 

9 

142 

4 

136 

5 

1972   

142 

8 

148 

6 

149 

7 

151 

0 

151 

8 

154 

3 

156.5 

157 

4 

157 

7 

158 

5 

159 

5 

160 

1 

154 

0 

162 

2 

168 

5 

175 

8 

Pork 

1968   

65 

4 

66 

7 

67 

1 

66 

3 

66 

7 

67 

8 

69.4 

69 

0 

68 

8 

67 

8 

67 

1 

67 

0 

67 

4 

1969   

67 

9 

68 

6 

69 

0 

69 

1 

71 

6 

75 

0 

76.9 

78 

3 

78 

9 

78 

7 

78 

1 

79 

7 

74 

3 

1970   

82 

1 

81 

8 

81 

4 

79 

9 

80 

0 

80 

0 

80.6 

79 

7 

76 

7 

74 

6 

70 

8 

68 

4 

78 

0 

1971   

68 

4 

69 

4 

69 

9 

68 

7 

68 

2 

69 

6 

71.4 

71 

6 

71 

0 

71 

3 

71 

4 

72 

9 

70 

3 

1972   

76 

3 

81 

3 

79 

4 

78 

2 

79 

4 

82 

0 

85.6 

86 

6 

86 

6 

87 

5 

87 

2 

88 

5 

83 

2 

1973   

94 

1 

97 

1 

103 

0 

Lamb,  Choice 

grade 

1968   

89 

8 

90 

4 

92 

0 

92 

5 

93 

3 

93 

7 

94.5 

93 

6 

93 

1 

94 

5 

94 

2 

93 

5 

92 

9 

1969   

94 

5 

95 

9 

96 

4 

97 

1 

100 

1 

101 

8 

104.4 

102 

9 

103 

4 

103 

9 

103 

7 

104 

8 

100 

7 

1970   

104 

8 

104 

8 

104 

7 

105 

6 

103 

9 

105 

7 

106.0 

106 

3 

106 

3 

105 

9 

105 

9 

106 

4 

105 

5 

1971   

105 

9 

106 

5 

107 

0 

107 

5 

108 

2 

109 

7 

111.7 

111 

8 

112 

9 

111 

2 

113 

1 

113 

4 

109 

9 

1972   

113 

0 

115 

1 

115 

2 

115 

6 

115 

2 

118 

4 

120.6 

120 

7 

120 

1 

120 

5 

121 

4 

124 

3 

118 

3 

1973   

125 

6 

131 

3 

138 

5 
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Supply  and  distribution  of  commercially  produced  meat,  by  month,  carcass  weight,  January  1973  to  date 


Meat  and 
period 

Supply 

Distribution 

Produc- 
tion' 

Beginning 
stocks 

1  nnports 

Exports 
and 
shipments 

Ending 
stocks 

Military 

Civilian  consumption 

Total 

Per 
person* 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

M^illion 

Million 

Pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Beef; 

January  

1,942 

367 

162 

10 

380 

27 

2,054 

10.0 

February 

1,672 

380 

145 

9 

368 

20 

1,800 

8.7 

March   

1,772 

368 

126 

12 

358 

23 

1,873 

9.0 

1st  quarter  

5,386 

367 

433 

31 

358 

70 

5,727 

27.7 

April 

May 

June 


2nd  quarter 


Veal: 
January  .  .  .  . 
February  .  .  . 
March   

1st  quarter 

April  

May  

June   


36 
29 
31 

96 


13 
15 
15 

13 


4 
4 

2 

10 


1 
1 


15 
15 
11 

11 


1 
1 


36 
32 
36 

104 


0.2 
.2 
.1 


2nd  quarter 


Lamb  and  mutton: 

January  

February  

March   

1st  quarter  .  . 

April  

May  

June   

2nd  quarter  . 

Pork: 

January  

February  

March   

1st  quarter  .  . 


46 
39 
40 

125 


1,149 
980 
1,133 

3,262 


16 
13 
11 

16 


214 
207 
190 

214 


4 
7 
8 

19 


44 
39 
37 

120 


1 
1 


14 
19 
42 

75 


13 
11 
10 

10 


207 
190 
223 

223 


C) 
1 


11 
9 
7 

27 


52 
47 
48 

147 


1,175 
1,008 
1,088 

3,271 


0.2 
.2 
.3 

.7 


5.7 
4.9 
5.2 

15.8 


April 
May 
June 


2nd  quarter 


All  mqat: 
January  . 
February 
March  .  . 


1st  quarter 


April 
May  . 

June 


2nd  quarter 


3,173 
2,720 
2,976 

8.869 


610 
615 
584 

610 


214 
195 
173 

582 


26 
30 
54 

110 


615 
584 
602 

602 


39 
29 
32 

100 


3,317 
2,887 
3,045 

9,249 


16.1 
14.0 
14.6 

44.7 


'Excludes  production  from  farm  slaughter.  'Derived  from 
estimates  by  months  of  population  eating  out  of  civilian  food 
supplies.  ^  Less  than  500,000  pounds. 
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Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


Item 

1972 

1973 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Dollars  per  100  pounds 


CATTLE  AND  CALVES 
Beef  steers,  slaughter,  Omaha 

Prime  

Choice  

Good  

Standard   

Utility  

All  grades   

Choice  900-1100  pounds,  California   

Choice  900-1100  pounds,  Colorado  

Cows,  Omaha 

Commercial  

Utility  

Cutter  

Canner  

Vealers,  Choice,  S.  St.  Paul  

Stocker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City'  .  .  . 
Price  received  by  farmers 

Beef  cattle  

Cows   

Steers  and  heifers  

Calves   

Beef  steer-corn  price  ratio^   

HOGS 

Barrows  and  gilts,  U.S.  No.  1  and  2,  Omaha 

180-200  pounds   

200-220  pounds   

220-240  pounds   

Barrows  and  gilts,  7  markets'  

Sows,  7  markets'  

Price  received  by  farmers  

Hog-corn  price  ratio* 

Omaha,  barrows  and  gilts   

Price  received  by  farmers,  all  hogs  

SHEEP  AND  LAMBS 
Sheep 

Slaughter  ewes.  Good,  San  Angelo   

Price  received  by  farmers  

Lamb 

Slaughter,  Choice,  San  Angelo  

Feeder,  Choice,  San  Angelo  

Price  received  by  farmers  

ALL  MEAT  ANIMALS 

Index  number  price  received  by  farmers 
(1967=100)   


MEAT 

Wholesale,  Chicago,  Carlot 

Steer  beef  carcass,  Choice,  600-700  pounds   .  .  . 

Heifer  beef.  Choice,  500-600  pounds   , 

Cow  beef,  Canner  and  Cutter   

Lamb  carcass.  Choice  and  Prime,  45-55  pounds 
Fresh  pork  loins,  8-14  pounds  


Retail,  United  States  average 

Beef,  Choice  grade  

Pork,  retail  cuts  and  sausage 
Lamb,  Choice  grade  


Index  number  all  meats  (BLS) 

Wholesale  (1967=100)  

Retail  (1967=100)  

Beef  and  veal   

Pork  


35.75 
35.13 
33.96 
31.06 
29.94 
34.73 
35.40 
35.00 


24.33 
24.73 
23.30 
21.79 
53.17 
36.95 

32.40 
23.70 
34.70 
41.70 
28.2 


24.38 
24.16 
23.56 
21.43 
23.30 

19.0 
21.2 


11.45 
6.78 

32.00 
32.25 
28.20 


139 


54.92 
54.62 
50.99 
63.45 
51.56 


115.8 
79.4 
115.2 


124.8 
127.9 
137.1 
118.2 


35.26  44.57 

34.53  43.35 

33.42  41.46 

30.78  37.31 

29.68  36.40 

34.20  42.76 

34.66  43.75 

34.44  43.71 


24.40  31.22 

24.70  31.43 

23.28  29.60 

21.70  27.60 

54.00  64.12 

36.93  48.06 

31.90  40.50 

23.30  29.50 

34.00  43.30 

41.40  52.50 

27.4  27.6 


23.72  37.47 

23.53  37.46 

22.89  36.23 

20.89  31.22 

22.50  34.20 

18.2  23.3 

19.9  25.3 


10.06  17.69 

6.56  10.40 

32.12  39.12 

32.00  39.06 

28.10  34.90 


46.65 
45.55 
43.58 
40.28 
39.31 
44.98 
44.80 
45.74 


34.11 
33.90 
31.94 
29.72 
66.15 
50.90 

43.60 
33.40 
45.80 
58.20 
30.2 


38.60 
38.51 
38.13 
34.47 
38.30 

25.4 
28.0 


20.75 
11.80 

43.17 
39.19 
39.50 


137  182 

Dollars  per  100  pounds 


53.72 
53.19 
50.58 
61.72 
50.32 


112.0 
78.2 
115.6 


121.3 
126.9 
135.9 
116.7 


66.85 
65.90 
66.12 
76.54 
75.65 

Cents  per  pound 


130.3 
97.1 
131.3 


199 


152.4 
145.2 
152.3 
142.2 


69.38 
67.00 
67.06 
77.58 
71.90 


135.3 
103.0 
138.5 


163.5 
153.0 
160.2 
149.8 


46.20 
44.80 
43.15 
40.61 
38.89 
44.61 
44.47 
45.06 


33.72 
33.59 
31.73 
30.06 
59.75 
50.67 

42.40 
32.70 
44.70 
56.20 
29.5 


36.48 
36.37 
35.56 
32.33 
35.10 

23.4 
24.7 


17.44 
11.10 

39.50 
40.75 
35.40 


190 


69.84 
68.90 
66.88 
72.40 
67.69 


'Average  all  weights  and  grades.  *  Bushels  of  No.  2  Yellow 
Corn  equivalent  In  value  to  100  pounds  of  slaughter  steers  sold 
out  of  first  hands,  Omaha,  all  grades,  'st.  Louis  N.S.Y.,  Kansas 


City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and 
Indianapolis.  *  Number  bushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to 
100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


1  tem 

Unit 

1 

972 

1973 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Meat  animal  marketings 

Index  number  (1967-100)   

108 

100 

96 

104 

7-State  Cattle  on  Feed  Report 

1,000  head 

9,021 

8,934 

10,060 

9,698 

9,637 

1,000  head 

1,492 

1,492 

1,214 

1,581 

1,000  head 

1,579 

1,546 

1,576 

1,642 

Slaughter  under  Federal  Inspection 

Number  slaughtered 

Cattle   

1,000  head 

2,707 

2,471 

2,422 

2,618 

1,000  head 

1,547 

1,421 

1,361 

1,472 

1,000  head 

659 

602 

572 

614 

1,000  head 

455 

406 

444 

483 

Bulls  and  stags  

1,000  head 

46 

42 

45 

49 

1,000  head 

255 

185 

169 

188 

1,000  head 

903 

786 

700 

710 

1,000  head 

7,800 

6,733 

5,712 

6,652 

Percentage  sows  

Percent 

4 

4 

5 

5 

Average  live  weight  per  head 

Cattle  

Pounds 

1,052 

1,052 

1,058 

1,046 

Calves  

Pounds 

192 

205 

215 

199 

Pounds 

109 

107 

109 

111 

Pounds 

238 

238 

241 

237 

Average  production 

Pounds 

623 

627 

635 

622 

Pounds 

108 

116 

120 

113 

Pounds 

54 

53 

54 

55 

Pounds 

158 

158 

165 

162 

Pounds 

66 

66 

68 

68 

Pounds 

19 

20 

16 

16 

Pounds 

8 

8 

7 

7 

Total  production 

Mil.  lb. 

1,682 

1,545 

1,532 

1 ,624 

Veal  

Mil.  lb. 

27 

21 

20 

2 1 

Mil.  lb. 

49 

42 

38 

Pork  

Mil.  lb. 

1,228 

1,060 

938 

Lard  

Mil.  lb. 

149 

132 

92 

109 

Commercial  slaughter' 

Numbered  slaughtered 

Cattle   

1,000  head 

3,037 

2,763 

2,668 

2.880 

1,000  head 

319 

239 

206 

225 

1,000  head 

948 

822 

721 

737 

1,000  head 

8,409 

7,256 

6.088 

7.033 

Total  production 

Mil.  lb. 

1,867 

1,709 

1,672 

1,772 

Veal 

Mil.  lb. 

41 

33 

29 

31 

Mil.  lb. 

51 

43 

39 

40 

Mil.  lb. 

1,320 

1.138 

980 

1,133 

Lard   

Mil.  lb. 

157 

139 

96 

113 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month 

Mil.  lb. 

309 

287 

380 

368 

358 

Veal  

Mil.  lb. 

8 

10 

15 

15 

11 

Mil.  lb. 

13 

12 

13 

11 

10 

Mil.  lb. 

290 

331 

207 

190 

223 

Mil.  lb. 

707 

742 

680 

661 

684 

'  Federally  inspected  and  other  commercial.  *  Includes  stocks  of  canned  meats  in  cooler  in  addition  to  the 
meats  listed. 
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